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Topic: Under the Sea Term: Spring 1


	Prime Areas

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This half term your child will be learning:

· How to dress and undress independently.

· About different cultures through celebrations.
· How to care for the environment. 

How can you help?

· Encourage your child to get dressed and undressed on their own. Be patient, this may take some time! 

· Talk to your children about the different celebrations. Point out banners and posters in supermarkets.
· Discuss why it is important not to waste water.
	Communication & Language
This half term your child will be learning:

· To listen to others one to one or in small groups, when conversation interests them.
·  To begin to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions.
· Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences in play situations.
How can you help?

· Talk to your child about their general interests.
· Encourage your child to use ‘why’ and ‘how’ when asking a question.
· Pretend to go on a trip to the sea. Pretend your sofa is the ship.
	Physical Development
This half term your child will be learning:

· Play games that involve rules.

· To remain clean and safe and how this keeps us healthy.

· How to use tools properly and handle them safely. 

· Think of what they want to make and use tools to achieve it.

How can you help?

· Play a simple board game or a game of football with your child following the rules.
· Talk to your child about why we need to keep clean.
· Show your child how to use household tools safely e.g. Food knives for preparing food.
· Keep any empty cartons or food boxes for your child to make things with. Ask them what they want to make and how they can do it. What tools do they think they will need and how will they use them?

	Significant Steps of Development- Specific Areas

	Literacy
This half term your child will be learning:

· To predict how a story may end.
· To look at story settings, events and main characters.
· To form letters correctly.
How can you help?

· Ask your child how they think a story may end.
· Encourage your child to talk about their favourite character.
· Encourage your child to talk about their favourite story.

	Mathematics

This half term your child will be learning:

· To recognise numbers 1 – 20 and beyond.

· To match groups of objects to the correct number.

· About height and weight.

· To recognise 2D and 3D shapes.
How can you help?

· Point out numbers in the environment e.g. on the bus, food packages, prices.

· Ask children to count how many and then write the number e.g. How many plates are on the table?
· Look at different objects around the home. Ask ‘which one is tallest/longest/highest/shortest’.
· Look at different shapes around the home.
	Understanding of the World
This half term your child will be learning:

· About how water can change e.g. Freeze, melt etc…

· Where we find water and what its uses are.

· About animals that live in the water.

· About the days, months and seasons.

How can you help?

· Talk to your child about different kinds of water.
· Talk to your child about water when taking a bath, using water to cook etc. 

· Talk to your child about animals that live in the water and why.

· Each morning find out what day and month it is. Can they say the days of the week?
	Expressive Arts & Design
This half term your child will be learning:

· Make collages, paintings and drawings of water/oceans/ponds/sea animals etc…

· To tap out a rhythm. 

· Re-act to sounds of the sea through dance and paint.

How can you help?

· Encourage your child to make pictures of sea life. How many legs do they need to draw on the octopus?

· Clap along to a song. Encourage your child to clap along in time to the beat.

· 


